
WHO OWNS THE STONE MAPS? 
There is considerable confusion regarding which organization presently own the stone maps 
and has oversight regarding the decisions for any testing, fabrication of duplicates, permission 
for displays, etc. An overview of those organizations is presented below. People frequently do 
not differentiate between the organizations and that seems to be at the root of at least some of 
the misunderstanding. 

BACKGROUND 
The organizations frequently cited as being involved with the stone maps follow: 

Arizona Department of Mines and Mineral Resources (ADMMR) is a state agency that is 
responsible for promoting the development of the mineral resources of Arizona. One of their 
tasks is to operate the Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum (AMMM) located in Phoenix. 
There is a Director of the DMMR not to be confused with the Museum Curator who reports to 
the Director. 

Another organization who works closely with the Museum is the old Flagg Foundation. The 
Flagg Foundation name was changed in 1988 to the Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum 
Foundation (AMMMF). 

A short history of both the Museum and the Foundation, taken from their web sites, serves to 
give the reader a better handle on the function of each. 

Museum History: 

The Arizona Mineral Museum began as a Territorial Fair exhibit in 1884. It was so popular 
that in 1917 the Arizona State Legislature authorized funding to construct a mineral 
building on the State Fairgrounds. It was completed in 1919 with additional funds raised by 
the mining companies of Arizona. Excepting a hiatus for World War II, this building was 
home to annual Territorial and then State Fair exhibits until 1953 (and closed the rest of the 
year). In 1953 six of the State’s major mining companies agreed to underwrite the opening 
of a year-round Museum to be housed in the Mineral Building. 

In 1972, the Arizona Mining Association formally presented the Museum with all its 
materials and minerals to the Arizona Department of Mineral Resources. In October 1991 
the Museum opened at its current location at 1502 West Washington. It occupies a historic 
building, formerly the El Zaribah Shrine Temple, now renamed the Polly Rosenbaum 
Building.  

Foundation History: 

The Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum Foundation started life in 1962 as the A.L. Flagg 
Foundation for the Advancement of Earth Sciences. A.L. Flagg died in 1961. A group of his 
friends met with members of the Flagg family in the summer of 1962 to establish and 
incorporate the Foundation. The long term goal of the foundation was to build a mineral 
museum in the Phoenix area. The immediate goal of the foundation in 1962 was to secure 
the Loris P. Woolery mineral collection. A potential buyer was planning to move this 
collection of 1,600 specimens from Bisbee to Europe. To prevent Arizona's loss of this 
collection the Foundation raised the funds to purchase it. The Woolery collection was on 
exhibit in the Goetz Auditorium at the Mineral Museum at the Fairgrounds. From 1962 until 
1988 the Foundation acquired several mineral collections and continued its goal of trying to 



raise funds for a new mineral museum. In March 1988 the Foundation name was changed 
to the Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum Foundation (A memorial to A.L. Flagg). This 
change took place because there was a chance that the mineral museum would move to 
the Shrine Building. The Foundation needed to support that move rather than trying to raise 
enough money to build a separate museum. As the new museum was being renovated the 
Foundation donated $20,000 for a gallery to house the Woolery Collection in a permanent 
home.  

Note: 
There is presently a major reorganization of these organizations that will become 
effective July 29, 2010. 

TRACING THE HISTORY OF THE MAPS 
The first reference we find that hints at the modern day ownership comes from Part 2 of an 
article written by Paul Dean that appeared in the January 15, 1970 issue of the Arizona 
Republic Newspaper. Below is an excerpt: 

And that group (MOEL), presumably several pennies and pounds wiser, has now donated 
the tablets to Lee Hammons of the Arizona Mineral Museum. 

“I’ve taped out certain sections to keep the maps exactly as they were photographed in 
‘Superstition Treasures’” acknowledged Hammons yesterday. “I don’t know if these stones 
are authentic or not. But they are certainly a great novelty item for the museum.” 

Note: 
We visited the museum library in 2007 and although it is not set up for researching on your 
own, one of the things we were shown was an annual report that was published by the 
department that provided an over view of their organization, budget, and activities. The 
reports began in 1963-1964 until 2006. Lee Hammons served as Museum Curator from at 
least 1963 until 1974. 

We were also trying to verify the involvement of Mason Coggins who according to one story 
was involved in the transfer of the stone maps to the Museum. Mason Coggins served as 
the director of the Department of Mines and Mineral Resources from 1994 until 1998. There 
was nothing to indicate that Coggins was in any way associated with the Department or the 
Museum in the 1969-1970 time frame. 

The second reference is from a Lee Hammons letter to Bernice McGee December 16, 1971. 
That letter indicates that (if the Paul Dean article was correct?) ownership had changed and the 
stones now belonged to the Flagg Foundation. Below is an excerpt from that letter. 

The stone tablets purporting to relate to the Superstition Mountains and/or the Lost 
Dutchman Mine are not the property of the Museum at all. They belong to the A. L. 
Flagg Foundation for the Advancement of Earth Sciences. 

They are not for sale nor have they been offered for sale since they were donated to the 
Flagg Foundation. We don’t know if they are “genuine” or not. They are part of the legends 
of Arizona and as such the Museum is happy to have them on a loan basis so that the public 
may see them. 



The third reference is from a Glen Magill letter to Bernice McGee March 20, 1973. It appears 
that the board Magill is referring to is the Board of Trustees of the Flagg Foundation.  

Regarding your comments in the feature story of the “stone maps,” about purchasing them 
at a price? I believe I already told you, but if not, here I go anyway: On one of my visits to 
the Mineral Museum, Mr. Hammons informed me that I “might” just be able to purchase the 
slabs for a reasonable offer. He didn’t guarantee anything but suggested I make a 
proposition “before the board” and “try my luck!” He explained that these oddities had no 
place in the museum, and their value, if any, could be spent on something more applicable – 
such as minerals, etc. 

We can certainly see an evolution in Hammons’ attitude and comments over a three year 
period. Either he changed his mind or he was buckling under a lot of professional criticism from 
those who believed the maps were obviously a hoax. 

Is it possible that the Flagg Foundation received the maps originally and Paul Dean simply 
made a faulty assumption since they were in the possession of the Museum and he was 
interviewing and photographing Hammons. Hopefully we will be able to unearth some additional 
documents that will shed light on the ownership. 

Note: 
All three of these references are posted on this web site and can be viewed in their entirety. 

Garry Cundiff – July 18, 2010 

 


